Introduction
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David Padfield 2 4. Joseph Smith claims that one day in 1820, when he was just 15 years old, he was in the woods praying to God. a) Mormons refer to this place in the woods as "the Sacred Grove." b) "…I saw a pillar of light exactly over my head, above the brightness of the sun, which descended gradually until it fell upon me … When the light rested upon me I saw two personages, whose brightness and glory defy all description, standing above me in the air. One of them spake unto me, calling me by name, and said, pointing to the other 'This is My Beloved Son. Hear Him!' My object in going to inquire of the Lord was to know which of all the sects was right, that I might know which to join. No sooner, therefore, did I get possession of myself, so as to be able to speak, than I asked the Personages who stood above me in the light, which of all the sects was right-and which I should join. I was answered that I must join none of them, for they were all wrong and the Personage who addressed me said that all their creeds were an abomination in His sight…" (Joseph Smith, The Prophet Joseph Smith's Testimony, pp. 4-5). c) "There in that secluded place, in the most dramatic revelation since biblical times, God and his Son, Jesus Christ, appeared to the boy and gave him instructions. He was commanded to join none of the existing churches and was told that God would restore to earth the Church originally organized by Jesus Christ, with all of its truths and priesthood authority." ("History," www.lds.org). d) If Smith had really received such a vision, we would expect that he would have nothing to do with other churches after this. e) And yet, Volume 2 of the "Session Records" for the Western Presbyterian church in Palmyra shows that the Smiths were still active members in 1828-eight years after "First Vision." f) They were suspended as members of the Presbyterian church in 1830 because they had neglected "public worship and the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper." g) There is also evidence that Smith attempted to join the Methodist church in June 1828, but was dropped by the local circuit rider because of Smith's low moral character and occupation as a necromancer and dealer of enchantments. h) All of this raises the question, "Did anyone take the story of the first vision seriously?" The answer is no, not even his family. 5. Smith also claimed that on September 21, 1823, the angel Moroni appeared to him and disclosed the location of a partially buried box containing golden plates in the "reformed Egyptian tongue" together with two stones used for translating the plates. a) "He said there was a book deposited, written upon gold plates, giving an account of the former inhabitants of this continent, and the source from whence they sprang. He also said that the fullness of the everlasting Gospel was contained in it; as delivered by the Savior to the ancient inhabitants." (The Prophet Joseph Smith's Testimony, p. 10). b) Four years later Smith claimed to have removed the plates from Hill Cumorah, and after three years of translating through a curtain, Smith published The Book of Mormon in 1830. c) He claimed at an angel recovered plates and they no longer exist on earth. 1. Mormons moved here, 45 miles north of Quincy, Illinois, to build a "Mormon City" which became the largest city in the state. 2. Nauvoo had a population of around 20,000 people, 5,000 of which were Mormons. 3. Joseph Smith reached the zenith of his influence here. a) Smith was mayor of the town. b) Church membership rose to 100,000 members nationwide. c) As the mayor, Smith raised his own militia. d) His political power was equaled to that of the state government. 4. It was here that the Mormon doctrine of "Plural Marriage" (polygamy) caused a great deal of trouble. a) In June, 1844 a newspaper, the Nauvoo Expositor published affidavits of 16 respectable women stating that Joseph Smith and other Mormon leaders tried to seduce them into polygamy. b) Smith's answer was to send a mob, the Legion of Nauvoo, to destroy the printing press and compel the publishers to flee for their lives. c) Illinois Governor Ford learned of the act, and ordered Smith to surrender himself to the constable at Carthage for trial. d) Joseph Smith fled, but later returned and was arrested and placed in jail at Carthage, Illinois. e) The governor ordered Smith's militia to surrender their weapons. f) A riot developed outside the jail and a mob broke into the jail killing Joseph Smith's brother, Hyrum. g) On that afternoon of June 27, 1844 Joseph Smith was shot and killed as he tried to escape from the jail window.
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h) He was murdered-not by a group of "anti-Mormons," but by men whose wives and daughters he had tried to ruin! i) When the jail was stormed, Joseph Smith used a handgun to kill two men and wound another. j) He might have killed more if his gun had not jammed! 5. Mormons claim that Smith was a "martyr."
a) The dictionary defines "martyr" as "one who suffers death as a penalty of witnessing to and refusing to renounce his religion." b) Smith was in jail for breaking the law, and even in jail he tried to defend himself with a six-shooter, and wounded three men. 6. Mormons compare Joseph Smith with Jesus Christ: a) I've had Mormon elders tell me, "Christ sealed His testimony with His blood at Calvary; Joseph Smith sealed his testimony with his blood at Carthage, Illinois." b) His birthplace in Vermont has been called the "Bethlehem of Mormonism." 7. During the riot the million dollar temple was destroyed by fire. 8. Smith's death became a battle cry like "Remember the Alamo," or "Remember the Maine," or, "Remember Pearl Harbor." E. Salt Lake City, Utah.
1. Two years after the death of Smith, Mormon forces rallied and began a pioneer trek into the far West. a) The Reorganized group selected the son of Joseph Smith Junior to be their leader and prophet. b) They reject plural marriage and deny that Joseph Smith ever taught or practiced polygamy, but admit there is a "huge body of circumstantial evidence from sermons" that he did. c) Since 1920 the official corporate headquarters of the church has been at Independence, Missouri. d) This group still believes that the "gathering to Zion," before Christ's return, will take place in Missouri, where their headquarters are located at Independence. e) They do not baptize or marry by proxy their ancestors.
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David Padfield 6 f) They reject the "Eternal Progression" theory of the LDS group. g) They do not use the word "Mormon" to refer to their group. h) On April 6, 2001, the official name of the "Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints" was changed to "Community of Christ" (www.CofChrist.org). i) They have about 250,000 members in 40 countries worldwide.
II.
Mormonism And The Bible 2. They will tell prospects that a great deal of the Bible has been lost and the rest is the object of bad translation. C. Orson Pratt, an early Mormon leader, said: "All therefore, is uncertainty as to the Hebrew and Greek manuscripts of the Old Testament; they can be proved to be changed, added unto and corrupted in almost every text … Who knows that even one verse of the whole Bible has escaped pollution, so as to convey the same sense now that it did in the original" (Orson Pratts Works, pp. 217-218).
III. The Book Of Mormon
A. In this lesson we want to briefly examine other sources of authority in the LDS church, and take notice of a few of their doctrines.
Discussion
I. Other Sources Of Authority
A. Doctrine And Covenants. 1. Contains 136 "revelations" from God, many of which are not accepted by the Reorganized group-including polygamy, the Temple Lot, etc. 2. "Joseph Smith, the Prophet and Seer of the Lord, has done more, save Jesus only, for the salvation of men in this world, than any other man that ever lived in it." (D and C, 135:3) . 3. It does contain a divine command to debate: "Wherefore, confound your enemies; call upon them to meet you both in public and private; and inasmuch as ye are faithful their shame shall be made manifest." (D and C, 71:7; D and C, 71:2e, Reorganized version 
II. Mormon Doctrines
A Gentile nations, and were, in a sense, devoid of life. d) But God promised that He would bring His nation back to its land once again. 3. At the time of this prophecy the nation of Israel was saying, "Our bones are dry, our hope is lost, and we ourselves are cut off" (Ezek. 37:11). a) But God assured the people He would keep His covenant with Abraham and David-He would fulfill His word to them-"Behold, O My people, I will open your graves and cause you to come up from your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel" (Ezek. 37:12). b) In Ezekiel 37:21 we have the explanation given to us again, "Surely I will take the children of Israel from among the nations, wherever they have gone, and will gather them from every side and bring them into their own land." c) The first prophecy of Ezekiel 37 portrays the moral, national and physical resurrection of Israel, while the second prophecy (Ezek. 37:15-28) predicts the future union of the twelve tribes and their restoration to Palestine under one Shepherd.
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4. After King Solomon's death the nation of Israel was divided in two kingdoms (1 Kings 11-12). a) Only two of the tribes, Judah and Benjamin, were given to Rehoboam to rule over. b) The other ten tribes were taken from Rehoboam and placed under the leadership of Jeroboam. c) This division persisted, and so, in the prophetic books of the Old Testament, the tribes of Judah and Benjamin were designated as "Judah" and composed of the southern kingdom. d) "Joseph," "Ephraim" and "Israel" were the collective names of the ten tribes who established the northern kingdom. e) When Israel's history is studied, the prophecy under consideration becomes very clear. f) God promises that He is going to unite the two kingdoms and make them one again (cf. Ezek. 37:21-15). g) It is then and there that He will make His covenant of peace with them and be their God. 5. These "sticks" of Ezekiel 37 are simply the divine edicts of God which He gave to Ezekiel to deliver to the people. a) It is stated in Ezek. 37:20 that these royal decrees were to be in Ezekiel's hand before the eyes of the people. b) This was to show them that all twelve tribes would be united and become "one nation" in God's hand (Ezek. 37:22). c) This prophecy was fulfilled when God allowed His people to return from captivity in 536 B.C. d) Under Zerrubbabel, Ezra and Nehemiah, the "twelve tribes" which were divided in 931 B.C., some of whom became captives to Assyria in 721 B.C. and the rest to Babylon in 606 B.C., would return to the land of Israel as one nation. e) This is summarized in Ezekiel 37:22, "and I will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and one king shall be king over them all; they shall no longer be two nations, nor shall they ever be divided into two kingdoms again." 6. This section of Scripture simply pictures the future glory under the reign of the Messiah, Jesus Christ! B. Celestial Marriage.
1. "A distinctive Latter-day Saint teaching is that marriage can be for eternity. Such marriages must be performed in a temple by someone who holds the priesthood, which is the authority to act on earth for God. For temple marriages to remain in effect, a husband and wife must love and be faithful to each other and continue Christlike service and commitment throughout their lives." ("Temples Make Forever Families," www.lds.org). 2. Unless they are not physically able, Mormons are required to marry and reproduce. 3. Good Mormons who possess unquestioned loyalty to the church are permitted the rite of Celestial Marriage executed in the temples. 4. This "seals" a marriage for eternity-they believe they will be married even after death and produce offspring (cf. 1. Mormons do not practice infant baptism, but they do immerse converts, though not in public ceremonies. 2. However, in temple ceremonies, members may be baptized by proxy for those who died without accepting the teachings of Joseph Smith. a) Such as the heathen, or ancestors who lived while the "church" was in apostasy. b) This is the main reason Mormons spend so much time in genealogical research-they do not want to miss anyone! c) Mormons have a religious obligation to trace their own genealogies and perform temple ordinances for their ancestors. d) The Mormons have the largest genealogical library in the world, the Family History Library in downtown Salt Lake City-they have gathered millions of volumes of birth, marriage and death records.
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e) "Millions of people have lived and died without ever learning about the teachings of Jesus Christ and without belonging to his Church. For these people, the Church teaches that ordinances such as baptism and eternal marriage should be performed on earth in behalf of the dead. Latter-day Saints stand as proxies for their own ancestors in these ceremonies, which are held only in sacred temples. They believe these ordinances are valid only if the ordinances are willingly accepted by their deceased ancestors, who even in the next life retain the moral agency to choose. Church members are taught they have a religious obligation to trace their own genealogies and perform temple ordinances for their ancestors. For Latter-day Saints, temples and family history are therefore inextricably connected … To help trace deceased ancestors, the Church operates the largest genealogical library in the world, the Family History Library in downtown Salt Lake City, Utah. The Church and its members have gathered millions of volumes of birth, marriage, death and other records. Today these microfilmed records are available to the public for research at no cost. The microfilms are available at the library in Salt Lake City, or they can be ordered for use at over 3,400 Family History Centers around the world." ("Temples Make Forever Families," www.lds.org). f) Departed souls, according to Mormon doctrine, will have another opportunity to hear the gospel preached to them in the spirit world (cf. Heb. 9:27). g) Since they cannot be baptized because they are without bodies, the living may serve the dead by being baptized for them. 3. All of this comes from a misunderstanding of 1 Corinthians 15:29.
